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Preservation Sacramento – Founded in 1972 as Sacramento Old City Association 

 
To Whom It May Concern:  
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors of Preservation Sacramento and its more than three hundred 
members, I would like to thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Sacramento Preservation 
Director’s preliminary determination of eligibility for the resources located at 1616, 1620, and 1624 21st 
Street pursuant to Development Code Sec. 17.604.600. Our Board of Directors consists of cultural 
resource professionals who meet the Secretary of the Interior Standards for History, Architectural 
History, and Archeology (credentials available upon request).  
 
We have reviewed the (3) evaluations from the city’s consultant and do not feel the evaluation provides 
sufficient information for the Preservation Director to make a determination. Specifically, the 
evaluations do not adequately evaluate these resources as a potential historic district, eligible for listing 
on the Sacramento Register of Historic and Cultural Resources (Sacramento Register) or California 
Register of Historical Resources (CRHR).  
 
Despite their significant amount of deferred maintenance, these resources appear eligible for listing as a 
historic district on both the Sacramento Register and the CRHR. The 21st Street Terrace Historic District 
(District) is eligible under Criterion “i” of the Sacramento Register as it represents a cohesive concentration 
of residential buildings unified aesthetically by plan and physical development. The District is eligible under 
CRHR Criterion 1 at the local level of significance for its associations with the broad patterns of local 
history. The District exemplifies early 20th century urban design one of Sacramento’s most influential 
development companies (Wright & Kimbrough). The District represents Wright & Kimbrough’s 
interpretation of the “City Beautiful” movement in Sacramento, and the company’s attempt to design a 
neighborhood using aesthetic and social principles that enhanced the beauty and livability of American 
cities.  
 
We understand the lack of current designation makes these resources discretionary historic resources 
for the purposes of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). We have provided the attached 
additional information to ensure the City (Lead Agency) has substantial evidence that these resources 
should be considered historical resources for the purposes of CEQA. City Code provides a process that 
will allow the Lead Agency to approve or deny a demolition permit, and therefore demolition constitutes 
a discretionary “Project” for CEQA purposes. Since the project (demolition) would result in a significant 
environmental impact, preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) will be required prior to 
issuing a permit. Additionally, Section 15378 of the CEQA Guidelines defines a project as “the whole of 
an action” yet this project is being defined as only demolition. While we understand the applicant may 
have applied only for a demolition permit at this time; the Lead Agency is required to evaluate the 
reasonably foreseeable future project to ensure the project’s environmental effects are not being 
separated to avoid disclosure of environmental impacts to decision makers and the public.  
 
Thank you for considering our comments, 
 
Garret Root, President 
Preservation Sacramento   


